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Memorandum 
To: Interested Parties 
                                    
From: David Mermin and John Norris; Lake Research Partners 
  
Subject: Recent Polling Data on Publicly Funded Elections in California 
 
Date: October 22, 2009 
 

The new Lake Research Partners survey of likely June 2010 primary voters in 
California1 shows voters strongly support the California Fair Elections Act 
ballot measure that would establish publicly-funded elections for the 
office of Secretary of State.  Support for the measure is solid across party 
lines and in every region of the state. 

• Voters support publicly-funded elections for the Secretary of State office 
by nearly a three to one ratio.  The initiative (text below) enjoys the 
support of 63% of likely voters, with only 22% opposed and 16% 
undecided. 

• Solid majority support for the California Fair Elections Act extends 
across all parties and regions of the state.  Democrats (65% Yes, 
18% No), independents (65% Yes, 22% No) and Republicans (59% Yes, 
27% No) all support the ballot measure by lopsided margins.  The 
measure has majority support in all regions of California, with particularly 
strong support in the Bay Area (67% Yes) and Los Angeles (68% Yes). 

 
• The most popular elements of the proposal include the strict 

reporting requirements and prohibiting candidates from raising or 
spending money beyond the limited public financing.   

                                            
1 These findings are based on 800 telephone interviews with a random sample of likely June 2010 voters in 
California.  Interviews were conducted from October 11-16, 2009.  The margin of sampling error is +/-3.5%. 
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• Voter support intensifies after hearing positive and negative messages about the 
proposal.  On the survey’s final ballot, after hearing messages in favor and against the 
measure, the Yes vote increases to 69% and the No vote drops to 18%. 

• Nearly three out of four voters want to change the way elections in California are 
financed.  Forty-seven percent of voters want major changes in the way elections are 
financed and 27% want minor changes—meaning 74% of voters are looking for change 
on this issue.  

 

Text of California Fair Elections Act (as tested and will appear on ballot) 

Creates a voluntary system for candidates for Secretary of State to qualify for a public campaign 
grant if they agree to strict spending limits and no private contributions. Each candidate 
demonstrating enough public support would receive the same amount. Participating candidates 
would be prohibited from raising or spending money beyond the grant. There would be strict 
enforcement and accountability. The system would be funded by voluntary contributions and by 
an annual fee on lobbyists, lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers. 

 

For more information on this Lake Research Partners’ survey, contact David Mermin in our California 
office at 510-286-2097. 


